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W.1.     Authority of the Zoning Administrator for Conditional Uses/Initial Decision.  The 

following uses and activities may be permitted in any zone, unless restricted to certain 

zones or locations, if approved by the Zoning Administrator as the initial decision-maker 

or the Area Planning Commission as the appellate body.  The procedures for reviewing 

applications for these uses shall be those in Subsections B through Q in addition to those 

set out below.  (First Para. Amended by Ord. No. 173,992, Eff. 7/6/01.) 

  

   1.   The sale or dispensing for consideration of alcoholic beverages, including beer and 

wine, for consumption on the premises or off-site of the premises in the CR, C1, C1.5, 

C2, C4, C5, CM, MR1, MR2, M1, M2 and M3 Zones, or as an incidental business in or 

accessory to the operation of clubs, lodges, hotels or apartment hotels, or as an incidental 

business in or accessory to a conditional use approved pursuant to the provisions of this 

section, provided that: 

  

   (a)   Findings.  In addition to the findings otherwise required by this section, the Zoning 

Administrator shall make all of the following findings: 

  

   (1)   that the proposed use will not adversely affect the welfare of the pertinent 

community; 

  

   (2)   that the granting of the application will not result in an undue concentration of 

premises for the sale or dispensing for consideration of alcoholic beverages, including 

beer and wine, in the area of the City involved, giving consideration to applicable State 

laws and to the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control’s guidelines for 

undue concentration; and also giving consideration to the number and proximity of these 

establishments within a one thousand foot radius of the site, the crime rate in the area 

(especially those crimes involving public drunkenness, the illegal sale or use of narcotics, 

drugs or alcohol, disturbing the peace and disorderly conduct), and whether revocation 

or nuisance proceedings have been initiated for any use in the area; and 

  

   (3)   that the proposed use will not detrimentally affect nearby residentially zoned 

communities in the area of the City involved, after giving consideration to the distance of 

the proposed use from residential buildings, churches, schools, hospitals, public 

playgrounds and other similar uses, and other establishments dispensing, for sale or 

other consideration, alcoholic beverages, including beer and wine. 
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   (b)   Notice to Councilmember.  Whenever an application for a conditional use has been 

filed pursuant to this subdivision, the Zoning Administrator shall give notice of this fact 

promptly to the councilmembers whose districts include portions of the area of the City 

involved. 

  

   (c)   Limitations.  The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to the sale or 

dispensing for consideration of alcoholic beverages, including beer and wine, for 

consumption off-site of any premises located within the area of an operative specific plan 

which provides for conditional use approval for sale or dispensing.  If that specific plan 

ceases to be operative, then a conditional use approval granted pursuant to the provisions 

of that specific plan for sale or dispensing may continue subject to the same rights and 

limitations as a conditional use granted pursuant to the provisions of  this section. 

  

   (d)   Existing Uses. The use of a lot for an establishment dispensing, for sale or other 

consideration, alcoholic beverages, including beer and wine, for on-site or off-site 

consumption may not be continued or re-established without conditional use approval 

granted in accordance with the provisions of this section if, after September 13, 1997, 

there is a substantial change in the mode or character of operation of the establishment, 

including any expansion by more than 20 percent of the floor area, seating or occupancy, 

whichever applies; except that construction for which a building permit is required in order 

to comply with an order issued by the Department of Building and Safety to repair 

or  remedy an unsafe or substandard condition is exempt from this provision.  Any 

expansion of less than 20 percent of the floor area, seating or occupancy, whichever 

applies, requires the approval of plans pursuant to Subsection M of this section. 

 

 


